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UNDERSTANDING WHAT YOU READ:

Newsela ELA supports key elements of
the science of reading

Many districts are fully focusing on word recognition skills as they implement the science of reading into
their strategic plans. Those skills are critical, but in order to become skilled readers, students must also be
proficient in key language comprehension skills, like background knowledge and vocabulary. These skills are
often missing from science of reading efforts.

Newsela ELA is designed based on learning science to foster the development of these critical knowledge
and comprehension skills. Its vast library of content that supports knowledge building, frequent opportunities
for formative assessment, and supportive scaffolds ensure teachers can meet every student’s unique learning
needs. It supports word recognition skills by easing the cognitive burden of decoding and supporting fluency
growth with appropriately scaffolded texts. And it works, as proven by multiple ESSA Tier |l efficacy studies.
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