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Use Newsela Lite

How to use this resourceWhat is Newsela Lite

Introduction

Newsela Lite is a free resource that

provides access to 4 engaging,

differentiated  articles at a time, enhanced

by features of Newsela’s premium subject

products. 

With Newsela Lite, it is free and easy to

promote literacy skills, spark discussion,

and boost independent reading. 

Newsela Lite is the perfect introduction
to all that Newsela has to offer. 
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Use Newsela Lite

How to use this resource

In another browser tab, log into

Newsela or create an account using

your school email address. 

As you move through this self-

guided learning, you can toggle

back and forth to your Newsela

account so that you can explore and

engage at the same time.
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You can sync classes from your LMS or
create classes manually.

FPO - Waiting for
screengrab

Use Newsela Lite

Add Students

Introduction Set up & plan

Set students up in a Newsela
class to make it easier to build
routines, give them feedback,
and see their progress. 

Go to Settings under your initials in the top
right at any time.

Integrate into weekly instruction
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Reflection



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Practice a skill or reteach

Independent reading

Class discussion

Practice a skill or reteach

Add Newsela to your weekly instruction
Build a consistent routine by scheduling a Newsela activity on specific days.
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What are examples of this that you

have seen?

What opportunities exist in your class

for students to learn and/or practice

literacy skills?

What type of content is best for

practicing these skills?

Every opportunity to read is an
opportunity to practice literacy skills. 
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On your homepage you'll
find 4 engaging, timely
news articles offered at 5
reading levels.

Every week a new text is added here to the
homepage, where it will be for four weeks.
When a new article is added, one drops.

Use Newsela Lite

Set reading levels for studentsFind content Share content with students

Set up & plan Explore content

Preview the content before sharing with students.
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There are three ways to
share or assign content.

Digitally share with students on their
devices, either in small groups or as a
whole class. This way, you can review
student quizzes, writing prompts, and
annotations.

Distribute texts at levels appropriate for
your students, with or without activities.  

Assign

Print

Project content for the whole class or small
group instruction. 

Present

Use Newsela Lite

Set reading levels for studentsFind content Share content with students
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When creating (digital)
assignments, set the
reading level for students. 

Use Newsela Lite

Find content Share content with Students

Set up & planIntroduction

Drexel Food Lab wants to minimize food waste

You can set the reading level or let Newsela
set it automatically at each student’s
reading level. 

Setting the reading level ensures your
students get practice reading and
developing skills at grade level. Use the
Newsela recommended level as a way to
help students work up to grade-level tasks.

Texts in Newsela are available at 5
different reading levels. 

Set reading levels for students
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Direct instruction teach specific skills through modeling 
and examples.

Ways to use Newsela to build
literacy skills
Introduce and practice a range of skills from finding the
main idea to identifying text structures.

Practice provide opportunities for students to
practice literacy skills. 

Broad application help students apply literacy skills
across genres and content areas. 

I do

We do

You do

Use Newsela Lite

Foster engagementAdd activities Include quizzes
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Highlighting feature enables you to embed questions,
add context or background knowledge, and more. 

Annotations

To build engaging literacy
routines, add an activity to
your assignment.

Opportunities to respond in writing, use
Newsela’s prompts or write your own

Quick assessments that check for student
understanding while promoting literacy skills

Quizzes

Writing prompts
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Assign standards-aligned
quizzes regularly

provide students with immediate
feedback
help teachers track how students are
performing with key skills 

Quizzes are included with every Newsela
Lite article and:

Quizzes also help inform reading level 
After reading five articles and completing quizzes,
students will begin to receive articles at their reading
level rather than at the grade level of their classroom.
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Annotations

I do (direct instruction) - Use the annotation
tool to model skill application during whole-
class read or small group instruction.
We do (guided practice) - Invite students to
annotate alongside you. 
You do (independent practice) - In the
assignment instructions, prompt students to
use the annotation tool to highlight or
comment. 

Suggested routine:

Questions = yellow
Main idea = green 
Key details = blue
Connections = pink 

Ideas to use the four highlight colors:

Helps students engage in active learning by
highlighting and taking notes within a text.

Foster engagement
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Help learners access 
grade-level lessons and
take on more challenging
texts.

Word-by-word highlighting that can be
played and paused, in both English and
Spanish.

Some texts will also include expertly
translated versions with quizzes and write
prompts - helpful for English Learners.

Read aloud

Spanish

Simple way to differentiate for individuals
or specific groups of students.

Small group assignments

Foster engagement
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You can track completed
student work in the binder
or directly within any text
you've assigned. 

Summary of class activity for a given
assignment. Click into an assignment to see
class and individual student stats.

Assignments tab

Foster engagement
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Teaching scenario

Five of your students are struggling with finding the
key details in a text. You use small group assignments
to give them a high-interest article. As part of the
assignment, students use annotations to mark 5
sentences that they believe are key details. You also
ask them to explain why they’ve chosen to annotate
those sentences. 

Targeted and guided skills practice for a small group

After they submit the assignment,
you read their responses. You can
provide more practice by having
them work together to compare and
justify their thoughts with others.
Additionally, you can model how
they can take those key details and
put them in their own words to
create a summary.

Foster engagement
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Skill-building tools and student activities

Write prompts Small group 
assignmentsOpportunities for students to

demonstrate skills. Use the
Newsela provided prompt or

create your own.

Options to target specific 
skills for individual students 

or small groups. 

Check out these short videos for an overview of some of the skill-building features Newsela teachers love most.

Foster engagement
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