
4 Ways to Weave
Relevance into
Social Studies
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Show all students why
social studies matters.
Static, one-sided textbooks reduce engagement, leading
many students to dismiss social studies as something
focused on the past and not relevant to their lives. 
By making social studies more dynamic, we have an
opportunity to engage students in the subject. With this 
in mind, we pinpointed 4 areas to focus on when planning
your social studies content.

Prioritize a range of engaging and
representative instructional materials
that connect the past to the present.

Empower teachers to effectively
implement inquiry in the classroom
through content and curations that
support student-led exploration.

Ensure all students can access 
social studies concepts with leveled,
scaffolded content and tools. 

D Y N A M I C  A N D  
D I V E R S E  S O U R C E S

Provide opportunities for students to
develop literacy and social-emotional
skills, like self-awareness and social-
awareness, to navigate conversations
about complex topics.

S K I L L S  D E V E L O P M E N T

I N Q U I R Y

E Q U I T Y  A N D  A C C E S S I B I L I T Y
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Elevate lessons from a range of
dynamic and diverse sources.
Examining events from multiple sources and perspectives makes learning more
engaging. Newsela Social Studies contextualizes historical events and empowers
teachers to respond to history as it happens with content from diverse sources in 
20+ genres ranging from primary sources to biographies.

What makes social studies content dynamic and diverse?

With over 20 genres, including primary sources, speeches and multimedia, 
Newsela Social Studies empowers teachers and supports student-led exploration.

 Whether it’s from Bloomberg or Blackpast, Newsela offers authentic, engaging content 
 from diverse sources and perspectives.

Dynamic and diverse content allows students to think critically and explore the impact
of historical events today. With Newsela Social Studies’ curated collections, students
can draw connections between the past and present.

Reservations and
Boarding Houses

LESSON

Rise of Industrial
America, 1877-1914

UNIT

VIDEO

Zitkála-Šá: Advocate for the
Rights of Native People

U.S. HISTORY

For Over 100 Years, the U.S.
Forced Navajo Students Into
Western Schools

VARIETY OF CONTENT TYPES

 MULTIPLE SOURCES AND PERSPECTIVES

CONTEXTUALIZED HISTORY

https://newsela.com/about/products/social-studies/
https://newsela.com/about/products/social-studies/


Support skills development.
Content that embeds whole-child supports and skill-building opportunities prepares
students with skills they need to be active citizens and the empathy required to
navigate diverse conversations. Newsela Social Studies equips teachers with content
and embedded activities that help students develop those needed skills.

With the proliferation of 
fake news, students need 
to examine when and how
they’re getting information.
Newsela’s Media Literacy
text sets can help.

M E D I A  L I T E R A C Y

Collections like Black U.S.
History embed SEL supports 
to help process emotions.

S E L  S U P P O R T S

C O M P R E H E N S I O N
A C T I V I T I E S  

What components in
social studies content
can support literacy and
social-emotional skills?
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Newsela’s embedded activities
like writing prompts and
comprehension help students
practice literacy skills and
check understanding.

Black Americans in the
Revolutionary War

U.S. HISTORY U.S. HISTORY U.S. HISTORY

Poem links unlikely allies in
1775: Phillis Wheatley and
George Washington

Black people in the
Revolutionary War

Primary Sources: Excerpt
from Lemuel Haynes'
"Liberty Further Extended"

https://newsela.com/about/products/social-studies/
https://support.newsela.com/article/writing-prompts/


What does a shift towards inquiry look like in 
social studies?

Newsela’s professional learning opportunities are the perfect fit for teachers to
build their practice and enhance learning in the social studies classroom. 

OFFERING PROFESSIONAL LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 
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Embed an inquiry-
based approach. 

Research shows that a focus on inquiry is more effective at driving engagement
and learning than other, more expository approaches, because it puts students at
the helm. But students must be supported adequately. Empower teachers 
to effectively implement inquiry in the classroom through content and curations
that support student-led exploration.

Newsela Social Studies brings inquiry to life in the classroom with ready-to-go
inquiries for all grade bands to support student driven exploration and robust
implementation guides. 

ADDING PRE-BUILT INQUIRIES 

Our course area collections on U.S. History, World History, and more are all
structured around compelling questions – making it easy for teachers to bring
inquiry to life in the classroom.

WEAVING INQUIRY IN DAY-TO-DAY INSTRUCTION

Lawsuit: Black teens unfairly expelled from
Ohio school after making rap music videos

WAR & PEACE

https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1108443
https://newsela.com/about/products/social-studies/


Prioritize equity
and accessibility 
for all students.

All students deserve access to grade-
level social studies concepts. With
Newsela Social Studies, students of
all levels and abilities can dive into
relevant social studies texts 
and videos. 

Lesson: The Federal
Reserve

MONEY GOVERNMENT & ECONOMICS INTERACTIVE VIDEO

Getting rid of the dollar bill
won't make a lot of cents,
Fed says

How the Federal 
Reserve works

What's all the Yellen
about? Monetary policy
and the Federal Reserve

A C C E S S I B L E  C O N T E N T

Newsela texts are published at 5 reading
levels, WCAG 2.0 Level AA compliant,
and many are in English and Spanish.

D I V E R S E  P E R S P E C T I V E S

Newsela Social Studies helps with
thousands of texts from unheard
narratives that uplift voices of those that
have been historically left out.

What does equitable and
accessible social studies
content look like?

E N G A G I N G  V I D E O S  

Newsela’s hundreds of new curated
videos include searchable transcripts
and embedded quizzes.
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https://newsela.com/about/products/social-studies/
https://newsela.com/about/products/social-studies/
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Life and learning
are so much
more than
current events. 
So is Newsela. With Newsela Social
Studies, you can reignite social studies
with accessible, dynamic instructional
materials from diverse sources. 

Contact our team at
newsela.com/about/products/social-studies
to keep your social studies content relevant
with the changing world. 

https://newsela.com/about/products/social-studies/
https://newsela.com/about/products/social-studies/

