
Engage students with relevant,
diverse, and authentic materials
like primary sources, biographies,
speeches, and videos. 

Create an inquiry-driven
experience that places your
students at the forefront using
curated text sets for digital
citizenship, media literacy skills,
and C3 inquiry skills.

Build literacy skills by helping
students make sense of the world
through texts, discussions, and
critical thinking. 

Drive success for all students with
Luna, an AI assistant, that powers
features such as a text leveler, text
translator, checks for
understanding, graphic organizers,
and more to support all learners.

History, Headlines, and Lessons
to Shape Tomorrow’s Citizens
Inspire students with diverse, state-specific content — including
materials curated to support North Carolina’s standards and
initiatives — that connects history with current events and
promotes scaffolded, inquiry-based learning, all in one place.

To learn more about Newsela Social Studies, scan this QR
code or visit  newsela.com/about/products/social-studies

Students who used Newsela Social Studies weekly
showed the equivalent of an additional year of
instruction on their state social studies exam.

SOCIAL STUDIES

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

Activities

The Founding of the North Carolina Colony

http://newsela.com/about/products/social-studies


Lesson Sparks

Objectives

Lesson Sequence

ELL Supports

Extensions

Standards

North Carolina climate 

and geography

The Wright brothers' 

invention process

Included in the extensive Newsela Social Studies library, North Carolina educators will find
collections specifically designed to help them create learning experiences that resonate with
students' lives and cover essential standards and initiatives. 

North Carolina 4th Grade History
The North Carolina Fourth Grade Social Studies
collection provides inquiry-based instructional materials
as well as curated texts to support NC's 4th grade state
history standards. 

North Carolina 8th Grade History
The North Carolina Eighth Grade Social Studies
collection provides inquiry-based instructional
materials as well as curated texts to support NC's
8th grade social studies standards, including
state-specific content.

Tailor instruction to the needs of your unique
classroom and community.

Each collection includes a unique and robust set
of resources that enable teachers to deliver the
content in a meaningful way.

ARTICLE
ARTICLE

Town Creek Indian Mound inNorth Carolina

ARTICLE
ARTICLE

Farming and agriculture inNorth Carolina



Unit Sample Lessons

Social Studies Skills 
Core Knowledge

Designate Time Periods
Interpret Models
Discern Between Real and Fake News
Evaluate and Corroborate Primary Sources
Construct Arguments
Identify an Enduring Issue
Take Action

Getting to Know 
North Carolina:
North Carolina Identity

Who Are You?
North Carolina Geography
North Carolina Culture and Identity

Early North Carolina
The First Inhabitants: American Indians of North Carolina
Explorers and Settlers
Life in the Carolina Colony

Revolution and 
New Government

Trouble in the Colonies
The Carolina Colony Becomes a State
North Carolina and the Revolution
Establishing a New Government

Establishing the State of
North Carolina

Life After the Revolution
Winds of Change: Reform Movements
Ditching the “Rip Van Winkle State” Nickname

Antebellum Through
Reconstruction

Antebellum North Carolina
North Carolina at War
North Carolina During Reconstruction

Overview of  The NC 4th Grade History Collection



Unit Sample Lessons 

Into a New Century
North Carolina Industrializes
World War I
Post-War North Carolina — 1920s Boom and the Great Depression

Civil Rights and an Era
of Change

WWII and its Impact
North Carolina during the Cold War
Civil Rights in North Carolina
Keeping Up with the Times
NC Symbols, Memorials, and Namesakes
Summative Performance Task
Taking Informed Action



Unit Sample Lessons 

Social Studies Skills 
Core Knowledge

Designate Time Periods
Interpret Models
Discern Between Real and Fake News
Evaluate and Corroborate Primary Sources
Construct Arguments
Identify an Enduring Issue
Take Action

U.S. History 
Core Knowledge

Key Concepts

Social Studies 101
Physical Geography of the United States and North Carolina
Historical Thinking Skills

Inquiry Into the American
Past

Colonization to Civil War
Reconstruction to the Present

Mountains to Sea - A
Geography of North Carolina

Movement and Settlement of North Carolina
North Carolina: Challenges and Opportunities

Government in Action
Perspectives of Government
Democratic Ideals
Democratic Ideals in Decisions, Policies and Legislation

Carolina in Conflict
Conflict in Early North Carolina
American Civil War
Conflict in the Past Century

Overview of  The NC 8   Grade History Collectionth



Unit Sample Lessons 

Tar, Tobacco, Textiles 
and Tourism: North 
Carolina Industries

Industry in North Carolina
Shifts in North Carolina’s History
Summative Performance Task: Tar, Tobacco, Textiles and Tourism–
North Carolina Industries

Carolinian Struggles

American Indians
Women
African Americans
Immigrants
Summative Performance Task
Taking Informed Action


