
Practice 
literacy skills 
To drive student achievement and reading comprehension



What are examples of this that you

have seen?

What opportunities exist in your class

for students to learn and/or practice

literacy skills?

What type of content is best for

practicing these skills?

Every opportunity to read is an
opportunity to practice literacy skills. 

GET STARTED: REFLECTION



Build a weekly
skills routine with
Newsela Pick a day of the week

for Newsela reading.
Alternate between
teacher-assigned

reading and student
choice. 

Select a specific literacy
skill to focus on. Choose

the skill based
curriculum connections
like upcoming lessons,

testing, etc.

Use formative
assessment data to

decide which skills to
review. Share high-
interest, articles to

reteach and practice. 

Newsela Day Weekly Skill Focus Reteach

Set specific routines with
Newsela so it becomes second
nature for students

Present mode makes it easy to model skills 
for students.

TIP:

GET STARTED: BUILD A WEEKLY SKILLS ROUTINE



Direct instruction teach specific skills through modeling 
and examples.

Ways to use Newsela to build
literacy skills
Introduce and practice a range of skills from finding the
main idea to identifying text structures

Practice provide opportunities for students to
practice literacy skills. 

Broad application help students apply literacy skills
across genres and content areas. 

I do

We do

You do

GET STARTED: USE NEWSELA TO BUILD LITERACY SKILLS



Filter to the following skills:

Use the reading skills filter
Find texts related to your lessons with
quizzes aligned to skills your students 
need most. 

What the text says
Main Idea
Key Details
Summarization
Connecting People, Events & Ideas
Word Meaning & Choice
Text Structure
Point of View & Purpose
Interpret Multimedia
Arguments & Claims
Theme

PLAN INSTRUCTION: FIND CONTENT



Assign standards-aligned
quizzes regularly

Provide students with immediate
feedback
Help teachers track how students are
performing with key skills 

Quizzes:

Quizzes also help inform reading level 
After reading five articles and completing quizzes,
students will begin to receive articles at their reading
level rather than at the grade level of their classroom.

PLAN INSTRUCTION: ADD ASSESSMENTS



You can set the reading level or let Newsela
set it automatically at each student’s
reading level. 

Setting the reading level ensures your
students get practice reading and
developing skills at grade level. Use the
Newsela recommended level as a way to
help students work up to grade-level tasks.

Leverage leveled texts 

Texts in Newsela are available at 5
different reading levels. 

Checkmate: School custodian coaches student chess teams to victory in Maine

PLAN INSTRUCTION: DIFFERENTIATE WITH READING LEVELS



Annotations

I do (direct instruction) - Use the annotation
tool to model skill application during whole-
class read or small group instruction.
We do (guided practice) - Invite students to
annotate alongside you. 
You do (independent practice) - In the
assignment instructions, prompt students to
use the annotation tool to highlight or
comment. 

Suggested routine:

Questions = yellow
Main idea = green 
Key details = blue
Connections = pink 

Ideas to use the four highlight colors:

Helps students engage in active learning by
highlighting and taking notes within a text.

PLAN INSTRUCTION: FOSTER ENGAGEMENT



Skill-building tools and student activities
Check out these short videos for an overview of some of the skill-building features Newsela teachers love most.

KEY TOOLS AND ACTIVITIES
 

Lesson Sparks Write prompts Small group 
assignments

Power Words 
(ELA only) 

 
Instructional supports and ideas

that make lesson planning
easier - including suggestions

related to skill-building.

 

Opportunities for students to
demonstrate skills. Use the

Newsela provided prompt or
create your own.

Options to target specific 
skills for individual students 

or small groups. 
 

Vocabulary support with In-
context definitions a Tier II

vocabulary words and
connected activities. 

 

https://videos.newsela.com/watch/5uctVZnxiEN3vzS1Q4QD6h
https://support.newsela.com/article/writing-prompts/
https://support.newsela.com/article/writing-prompts/
https://videos.newsela.com/watch/XkgjbWyASCbE2mYkDmh47A
https://videos.newsela.com/watch/XkgjbWyASCbE2mYkDmh47A
https://videos.newsela.com/watch/XkgjbWyASCbE2mYkDmh47A
https://support.newsela.com/article/power-words/
https://support.newsela.com/article/power-words/


For ELA classrooms, try
these collections* to
practice skills 

*Available to Newsela ELA users

ELA Videos: Skills 
and Concepts

Videos on topics from theme to media
skills to writing conclusions.

Teach this Poem Lessons to deepen students’
understanding of poetry. 

Reading Skills 
Check Collection

Texts with extended quizzes that put
students on their recommended
reading level quickly. 

ELA Standards and 
Skills Collection 

Texts, videos, and resources for grades
3-12, fiction and nonfiction. 

CONTENT AREAS: NEWSELA ELA

https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000621753/
https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000621753/
https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000621753/
https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000417565/
https://newsela.com/subject/other/447696/
https://newsela.com/subject/other/447696/
https://newsela.com/subject/other/447696/
https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000473744
https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000473744
https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000473744
https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000473744


Try these collections* to
practice literacy skills
relevant to social studies

*Available to Newsela Social Studies users

Explainer videos
Key information on historical events,
people, and ideas reinforce grade-level
concepts and deepen connections.

Primary sources

Historical documents, speeches,
firsthand accounts, and more to help
build skills from summarization to
argumentation.  

This Week in History
Weekly opportunities to practice
literacy skills in the context of 
social studies.

Key Concepts 
and Skills 

Essential background on concepts
from core social studies courses.

CONTENT AREAS: NEWSELA SOCIAL STUDIES

https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000617280/
https://newsela.com/content/browse/ss-primary-sources-row/ckph7kry9000g3h5za3v4k04x/?browse-type=single
https://newsela.com/content/browse/featured-ss-browse/ckmb25xx900013h5y38esluo6/?browse-type=single
https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000266872/
https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000266872/
https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000266872/
https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000266872/


Try these collections* to
practice literacy skills
relevant to science

*Available to Newsela Science users

Everyday 
Mysteries

High-engagement lessons built around
fun science questions about the world
- includes activities to build science
literacy skills, PDF worksheets, and
extension content to explore.

Science in 
the News 

Easy-to-assign lessons based on
current news topics for building
literacy skills while reading engaging
science stories. 

Claim-Evidence-
Reasoning collection 

Focused practice in supporting claims
with evidence on a range of topics and
concepts with resources that provide
background and teacher tips.

CONTENT AREAS: NEWSELA SCIENCE

https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000464383/
https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000464383/
https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000464383/
https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000444629/
https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000444629/
https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000444629/
https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000444629/
https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000688091/
https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000688091/
https://newsela.com/subject/other/2000688091/
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ct8pvHQjNCLuLtqBn_fO18hHJgt6MKEE?usp=sharing


View Resource

Get started 
with Newsela

Learn the basics for long-
term Newsela success with

this collection of curated
resources.

Enhance your instruction with Newsela with these professional
learning options 

Practice Literary Skills: Appendix

Back to Start 

Build background 
knowledge

Include diverse 
perspectives

Boost learners’ confidence
and understanding with this

group of results-driven
resources.

Create a more lively and
inclusive classroom using
this selection of dedicated

resources

View Resource View Resource

http://newsela.com/about/drive-outcomes/#get-started-with-newsela
http://newsela.com/about/drive-outcomes/#build-background-knowledge
http://newsela.com/about/drive-outcomes/#include-diverse-perspectives


Looking for more
help? Check out
these additional
resources.

Practice Literary Skills: Appendix

Back to Start 

What is Newsela?

How to find and save 
content on Newsela

How to assign Newsela 
articles to students

How to use article 
tools & activities

The student experience 
on Newsela.com

How to track student progress 
in your Newsela Binder

How to assign content to
small groups of students

How to use Lesson SparksHow to annotate text 
in articles for students

How to find and use text
sets with your class

How to review student 
assignments on Newsela

How to use and edit write
prompts in your assignments

Download Companion Guide

https://videos.newsela.com/watch/9HY8E75z4nx16BVaw8CawG
https://videos.newsela.com/watch/p4eHeFmK1ptfvVRGDNWRTU
https://videos.newsela.com/watch/p4eHeFmK1ptfvVRGDNWRTU
https://videos.newsela.com/watch/p4eHeFmK1ptfvVRGDNWRTU
https://videos.newsela.com/watch/p4eHeFmK1ptfvVRGDNWRTU
https://videos.newsela.com/watch/seyquVTpETb3yrx3C71uzG
https://videos.newsela.com/watch/seyquVTpETb3yrx3C71uzG
https://videos.newsela.com/watch/seyquVTpETb3yrx3C71uzG
https://videos.newsela.com/watch/cju3wM5LnHdsmTzXGB2Qw4
https://videos.newsela.com/watch/cju3wM5LnHdsmTzXGB2Qw4
https://videos.newsela.com/watch/cju3wM5LnHdsmTzXGB2Qw4
https://videos.newsela.com/watch/cju3wM5LnHdsmTzXGB2Qw4
https://videos.newsela.com/watch/5eUPMmqey4jF2SfcbKG4he
https://videos.newsela.com/watch/5eUPMmqey4jF2SfcbKG4he
https://videos.newsela.com/watch/5eUPMmqey4jF2SfcbKG4he
https://videos.newsela.com/watch/rMQtTsvSnVn8s4msBChu1s
https://videos.newsela.com/watch/rMQtTsvSnVn8s4msBChu1s
https://videos.newsela.com/watch/rMQtTsvSnVn8s4msBChu1s
https://videos.newsela.com/watch/XkgjbWyASCbE2mYkDmh47A
https://videos.newsela.com/watch/5uctVZnxiEN3vzS1Q4QD6h
https://videos.newsela.com/watch/LC1GHYWb5KXnFmvqF3FnzX
https://videos.newsela.com/watch/LC1GHYWb5KXnFmvqF3FnzX
https://videos.newsela.com/watch/LC1GHYWb5KXnFmvqF3FnzX
https://videos.newsela.com/watch/Dw6ghetFet2pwAHHMwK8Zk
https://videos.newsela.com/watch/J9Du3xwYU9XUvGvQfbQjjD
https://videos.newsela.com/watch/J9Du3xwYU9XUvGvQfbQjjD
https://videos.newsela.com/watch/J9Du3xwYU9XUvGvQfbQjjD
https://support.newsela.com/article/writing-prompts/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ct8pvHQjNCLuLtqBn_fO18hHJgt6MKEE?usp=sharing

